COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 26th October 2004 there were present: -


Councillors
Mrs J A Marrott (Mayor)




D J Atherley




Mrs J Baynham




C P Kay




C Lusty




Mrs S Merrikin




R D Phelps




N W Penny


County Councillor P Chamberlain

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott welcomed all members to the meeting and extended a welcome to Liam Williams, Primary Care and Locality Commissioning Development Manager – North Forest of Dean, West Gloucestershire NHS, who advised that he wished to speak about ‘Looking at Health Services Provision in Cinderford’

All three NHS owned sites in Cinderford the Dilke Hospital, doctors and dentists surgeries were being examined.  The Primary Care Trust was working with partners to increase access and services within community hospital facilities.

The Dilke Memorial Hospital required a spend of £1,200,000 to update heating, electrics, repair the flat roof, comply with the Disability Discrimination Act and carry out asbestos treatment.  All types of service provision would be looked at as it was essential that all partners were certain that the spend was in the right way.

The process of appraising was at the beginning.  The three options were: -

1. Minimum investment in all three currents sites owned by the Primary Care Trust in Cinderford – Dilke Hospital, doctors surgeries and dentist practice

2. Redevelopment of the current three sites

3. Relocation of all services, possibly on one site

West Gloucestershire Primary Care Trust had appointed a project board.  The appraisal was being carried out with results and recommendations due to be published in February when the public consultation would begin.

Liam Williams emphasised that the process would be open and a genuine consultation with wide engagement with the public.  In particular, Mr Williams noted that members of local health workers families had contributed to the building of the Dilke Hospital and the Primary Care Trust were sensitive to this issue. 

Members questions included: -

· Provision of GP’s in Coleford

· NHS dentistry provision for Coleford

· Difficulties in travelling to Gloucestershire Hospital and parking problems at the hospital

Councillor C T Elsmore joined the meeting at 6.44pm.

The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott thanked Liam Williams for his talk and looked forward to the day when a NHS dentist would be available in Coleford.

Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin joined the meeting at 6.48pm.

APOLOGIES were received from Deputy Mayor, Councillor M T Weston, Councillor A M Lacey and District Councillor Mrs P Evans.

The minutes of the last meetings of the Council held on Tuesday 28th September and Special Meeting on Tuesday 14th September 2004 having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

Proposed Councillor C T Elsmore
Seconded Councillor C Lusty


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – None Declared 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

265 (a)
CEMETERY RECORDS – UPDATE

The cemetery records had been deposited in the Gloucestershire Record Office, scanning of records had commenced and a summary catalogue of the documents received.

265 (b)
REDECORATION OF OFFICES – UPDATE


The office redecoration had been completed satisfactorily. 

265 (c)
DAMAGED BENCH – REPLACEMENT AND INSURANCE CLAIM

The replacement bench had been installed, quotes were awaited to enable the insurance claim to be completed.

Councillor J Shaw joined the meeting at 6.58pm.

265 (d)
RECEIPT OF TOWN BADGES


The badges had been received and were for sale at a price of £1.50 each.

Councillor R Phelps proposed that a badge be provided free for Councillors and staff and when offered as gifts to visitors.


Councillor N Penny seconded the proposal with all members in agreement.

266.
LAKERS SCHOOL – REQUEST FOR PERMISSION FOR CAROL SINGING AT CLOCK TOWER


In response to the request members were pleased to grant permission for the Carol Singing and that the school attend on as many occasions as they are able.

267.
BEECH TREE STUMP – COLEFORD CEMETERY – REPORT


Ross Tree Services had written advising that on inspection the base of the beech stem was unlikely to collapse in the near future and not a safety concern at the present time.  Regular inspection would ensure any further deterioration is found before it became a problem.


Members agreed to retain the tree stem and to have regular checks on its condition.

268.
PROVISION OF SKATE BOARD FACILITIES – REPORT


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott reported that £20,000 from the SRB6 monies had been earmarked for provision of skateboarding facilities in Coleford.  Sites owned by the Town Council had been visited but were unsuitable.  A piece of land owned by the District Council had been identified and visited with officers from the District Council and the Crime Reduction officer.  The District Council would be asked if they were prepared to help with the site which would provide a ‘bowl’ type skate park.  Talks were ongoing.


Together with Councillor C Lusty the Mayor had attended a meeting of the Buchanan Recreation Ground Committee.  The Committee had indicated that they were interested in facilities for young people and were prepared for their land to be used but if the Committee were to provide the facilities then they would be looking for finance.
269.
FOREST LINK BUS – REPORT


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott reported that the new Forest Link flexible bus scheme was commencing operations on 1st November and explained to members how the scheme would operate between Vantage Point and the Lydney and Coleford areas.


County Councillor P Chamberlain felt that Newland should also be included.


Councillor Mrs S Merrikin expressed concerns that there was currently no access bus from Coleford to Whitecross School in Lydney.


Members were advised of new bus zone fares operated by both the new Forest Link service and County Council subsided services taking effect on 1st November.


Copies of the fares were requested by all members.


Councillor C Elsmore declared an interest in this item.

270.
PLANS

The minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 12th October having been previously circulated were accepted

as a true record and recommendations agreed accordingly.

Proposed by Councillor C P Kay and Seconded by Councillor R D Phelps

The recommendations of the Planning Meeting held on 26th October were accepted as a true record and observations agreed accordingly.

Proposed by Councillor R D Phelps and Seconded by Councillor C P Kay

Councillor Mrs J Baynham declared an interest in two applications DF4540/E and DF401/G.

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

AW/SLR/Quirk


FOD Licensing Transfer Sessions
No objections

The Tufthorn Inn


- 25th November 2004

Milkwall


Improvements to the bar at the

Coleford



Tufthorn Inn.

DF5901/L (P1558/04/FUL)
Use of existing private car garage
No objections

9 Bixhead Walk


as annexed accommodation.

Broadwell

Coleford

DF4540/E (P1593/04/FUL)
Conversion of and extension to 
No objections

Lacinda



existing private car garage to 

Prosper Lane


create a one bedroomed

Coalway



dwelling.

Coleford

DF5901/M (P557/04/FUL)
Use of existing private car garage 
No objections

Birch Cottage


as annexed accommodation.

Bixhead Walk

Broadwell

Coleford

DF12658/A (P1571/04/FUL)
Variation of condition (d) of
No objections

53 High Nash


planning permission DF12658.

Coleford



(Drainage details)

DF9282/A (P1610/04/FUL)
Alterations and extension to
No objections

Woodside Cottage

dwelling.

Palmers Flat

Coalway

DF4310/1/E (P1616/04/FUL)
Alterations and extensions to 
No objections 


12 Forsdene Walk

existing property and subdivision 

Coalway



to create two separate dwellings.

Coleford

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

The Town Police Clauses Act 1847, Section 21

Street Closure Request – Coleford Christmas Lights Parade

Friday 26th November 2004 – 5.30pm – 7.00pm

DF401/G (P1266/04/FUL)
Revised Plans – Erection of five
Support given to


Land at Baynham Walk

dwellings and layout of associated
application

Broadwell


parking facilities.

Coleford

DF5076/D (P1624/04/FUL)
Erection of a single storey, two
Objection – Drainage and

16 Gloucester Road

bedroomed dwelling.  (Unit 8).
overcrowding

Coleford

DF1664/M (P1635/04/FUL)
Erection of a new industrial unit.
No objections

Woodgate Sawmills Ltd

Buckstone Close

Mile End

Coleford

CORRESPONDENCE

271.
GCC – COPIES OF PUBLIC NOTICE AND PLANS – AMENDED 30MPH LIMIT – NEWLAND STREET/WHITECLIFF


Members noted the publishing of the public notice.

272.
GCC – ENVIRONMENT – NOTIFICATION OF ADOPTION OF GLOUCESTERSHIRE WASTE LOCAL PLAN 2002-12


Members noted the adoption.

273.
VALUATION OFFICE AGENCY


Notification of the new rateable value for The Town House with effect from 1st April 2005 had been received and showed an increase in rateable value of 50% to £3750

274.
COLEFORD MUSIC FESTIVAL 2005


The Festival secretary had written requesting financial support for next year’s festival.


The item would be discussed at the budget meeting in December.

275.
GLOUCESTER CINE & VIDEO CLUB


The Club had written requesting that any members who are aware of sources of material of interest to the club contact them as they wish to complete a cine film archive.

276.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS


The County Committee had written thanking the Council for co-hosting the Annual General Meeting at Bream.

277.
FOREST OF DEAN RADIO


Forest of Dean Radio had written requesting a letter in support of their licence application.  Members agreed that such a letter be sent.

278.
DANCING THROUGH THE DEAN


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott declared an interest in this item.


The Steering Committee had written to ask whether the Town Council was prepared to continue supporting the event and for the present Steering Group members to continue representing the Town.

Members agreed to ask both current Steering Group members, Mrs Janet Marrott and Miss Margaret Shallcross to continue representing Coleford.

279.
EAZI-UP.COM

Eazi-up.com, part of the Maddocks organisation, had written requesting permission to display a bouncy castle at the Clock Tower area. 

Following discussion members agreed that the Clock Tower area was unsuitable for this use but an alternative site be investigated and if the ‘castle’ used by the public donations be given to the local fundraising for children’s work in India.

Councillor C Lusty declared an interest in this item.

280.
MEMBERS REPORTS


The Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott provided a written report noting Mayoral duties during the month at Gloucester for the NFU Harvest Festival, the Forest of Dean Civic Reception and Lakers School Awards evening.  Other meetings attended included speaking at the District Council’s Environment Scrutiny & Overview Committee regarding Cemetery Charges.

Councillor D J Atherley provided a written report on the Highways Maintenance & Traffic Management Seminar on 14th October.

Councillor R D Phelps reported that he had looked at the new web-site for Parish Councils in Gloucestershire and had found the local roadwork information area to be useful.
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